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LEGAL AID WA — HEALTH–JUSTICE PARTNERSHIP 
Statement by Attorney General 

MR J.R. QUIGLEY (Butler — Attorney General) [2.02 pm]: In late April 2019, Legal Aid WA launched 
a health–justice partnership with Next Step Drug and Alcohol Services, East Perth. The partnership has a lawyer 
on site, working closely with doctors, nurses and allied health professionals to provide a multidisciplinary and 
holistic approach to the care of Next Step clients. These clients are vulnerable to intersecting legal and health problems 
and are unlikely to turn to legal services for solutions. This partnership transforms the way our community can 
access legal services, through health and legal services working collaboratively to address a previously unmet legal 
need. The partnership also provides training to health professionals about the guardianship and administration 
legal frameworks to give them the skills and knowledge to identify and refer patients who require legal assistance. 
Community legal centres across Western Australia also provide person-centred care through advocacy, support 
and referral to other services. Their work bridges many, but not all, gaps in meeting the legal needs of those 
experiencing social disadvantage. People experiencing social disadvantage, particularly those with chronic ill health 
or disability, single parents, the unemployed and people in disadvantaged housing, are vulnerable to experiencing 
legal problems. They are also likely to face significant barriers to accessing legal help, including not recognising 
that a problem has a legal solution; limited knowledge, skills and resources to respond; other issues and priorities; 
the stress of raising the problem; and the accessibility and cost of services. Legal problems have been found to 
cluster, for instance, around family breakdown, money issues or poor quality housing, and often coexist with 
everyday life problems. These needs are known to have adverse impacts, including income loss or financial strain, 
stress-related illness and physical ill health. Surveys of legal need show that nearly one in five Australians take no 
action on their legal problems. When they do seek advice, they are more likely to ask a non-legal adviser, such as 
a health professional, than a lawyer. A health–justice partnership, such as this one, enables Legal Aid WA to take 
the law to hard-to-reach people who would not otherwise seek help from a lawyer. 
Since April, the Legal Aid lawyer has helped clients with unemployment problems, protection and care issues, 
criminal law matters, debts, fines and tenancy problems. I commend Legal Aid, its director, Dr Graham Hill, and 
community legal centres for their commitment to providing legal advice and advocacy to vulnerable members of 
our community through innovation and novel approaches. This is one of about five new initiatives introduced since 
the appointment of Dr Graham Hill as director of Legal Aid Western Australia. I commend the commission and 
I commend Dr Hill. 
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